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Daya (Da-Wei Kuan) is the Professor/Chair of the Department of Ethnology at NCCU, also
the Executive Director of CTPILS (Taiwan-Philippines Science and Technology Innovation
Center for Indigenous Knowledge, Local Knowledge and Sustainability Studies). He comes
from the Tayal indigenous group in Taiwan, received his PhD degree in geography from the
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. His research interests include: indigenous geography, indig-
enous land policy, indigenous community mapping, and community-based resources man-
agement. Devoting to integrate his works of academic research, teaching and community
service for the claim of indigenous land rights, he collaborates with different indigenous
communities in many traditional territory mapping, land-use planning and community
development projects. In addition to the fieldworks in Taiwan, Daya also commits himself
to the comparative studies and collaborations within the Austronesian language-speaking

peoples in Southeast Asia and the Pacific.




